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CREATIVE

Paintings are so good they
can be mistaken for photos

By Tracy Spiers

E hunts, searches,
intently studies his
subject just as actor
Rick Moranis did in
Honey 1 Shrunk the Kids.
Only he's not looking for his
2mm high son, he's looking
for detail.
Wearing a strange
masniﬂEmion kit around his
head - not dissimilar to the
gifted inventor — Matt Sellens,
Ty
can uptoe
in his garden

huursa
studio
he is working

lsaphotogrsph.whichaf
course itisn't.

But so good is he that it can
often take a while for the
observer to realise that a
brush did the work not a
camera lens.

Matt has been a victim of his
own talent for this reason
has, at times, been wrongly
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@ Matt Sellens’ painting of Del the dog.

for real. His endeavours can
be seen in the Kendrick Street
Gallery from Saturday until

July 28 and there's a chance to

meet him on the opening day
from 10am to noon.
Matt’s purpose-built studio
reflects the two sides of his
nature. On one hand there are
drnwrs full of carefully tidied
Eper work, filed neatly
ows where they are.
Dn the other there is a
refreshing chaotic carefree
feel to this workspace. Paints
a.m left nmdcmly. making a

made lest he forget for
another time.

This is a place where Matt
can relax, be, escape and
enjoy that sense of joyful
creativity, where sheer
concentration and

take over and time is
forgotten momentarily.
The only thing which gets
him out of his seat is to feed
his cat and two dogs.

“Paints are all over the desk
and pencil notes are scrawled
across a drawing board. It'sa

ing
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moved to Stroud in 1993, A
former Thomas hKebi.e Sch.m{
pupil, he spent three al
Bioud Schiool of Art before
graduating with a BA (Hons)
in animation from the

Institute of Art & Design
University College, Farnham.
Four years ago Matt set up his
me*pany Hound Worksasa
ance illustrator and
animator, working for a new
gmu.p and local

about mm!als amd the
couniryside, the Myaar»o]d is

in his elemant when

these subjects with

his paints and painthrush.
“I have always loved animals.
There are certain things
about the look of them. My
dog has such droopy eves
when he looks at vou, [ love
the subtle expressions they

have,” admits Matt.
His meticulous stvle is
extraordinary. Lal
intensive, he often wuﬂcs for
hours on each piece until it is
perfect. For his person:
studies he sketches his own
animals. For commissioned
portraits, Matt works from
photographs.
“I blow up the image and, to
get the deta i use a
magni visor. Throughout
niy animation course we were
always taught to look out for
the subtle details and to pick
up anything that would make
the image loak as real as
possible,” he explains.
One only has to see the results
and read the comments from
thrilled clients on his website
to realise how good he is.
‘To enhance a sense of realism,
Matt also uses texture gels to
capture terrain but because
the process is so labour-
intensive, he's often painting
several pieces as once. Right
now he is working on a puffin
in flight. It's taken him three
weeks to get the rock textures
how he wants them.
And while the medium dries,
he gquietly sketches a black
bull, works on commissioned
dog portraits and explores
ideas for a banner heading for
Kendrick Street Gallery’s
website.
Matt will be sharing a stall
with Kendrick Street Gallery
at Frampton Country Fair on
September 11 and will take
part in Berkeley Show on
August 29,
Once a month Matt has a stall
at the Shambles Market. His
next stint is the same day as
his exhibition launch.
Inspired by country scenes,
Matt enjoys attending various

events related to country
living, hence his company
name Houndworks,
quinr e patueing s
quirky pain 23
and hounds and it's my spin
on Dreamworks which is one
of my favourite film
companies,” admits Matt.
Alongside Matt’s intricate
tings are sketchbooks full
of wonderfully loose
animation drawings. He
admits it provides a break
when the details become too
much,
“When I get too close to
B
e ¢ pieces
animation. | ﬁ:rd quick
doodles great for that," he
says.
“I would love to be able to
make a living with my art, not
just painting, but illustrating
as well. I am trying out some
book illustrations at the
moment so ['ll see what
happens.”
See more of his work at
wwwhoundworks,co.uk.




